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This is an expansion of the first dictionary of symbols to be based on literature, rather than on
'universal' psychological archetypes or myths. It explains and illustrates the literary symbols that
we frequently encounter (such as swan, rose, moon, gold) and gives thousands of cross-
references and quotations. The dictionary concentrates on English literature, but its entries
range widely from the Bible and classical authors to the twentieth century, taking in American
and European literatures. For this third edition, Michael Ferber has included some twenty
completely new entries (such as birch, childbirth, grove, mill and railroad) and has added to
many of the existing entries. Its rich references make this book an essential tool not only for
literary and classical scholars but also for all students of literature.



Symbolism: A Comprehensive Dictionary, 2d ed. A Dictionary of Literary Symbols A Dictionary
of Symbols: Revised and Expanded Edition (New York Review Books Classics) History of
Religious Ideas, Volume 2: From Gautama Buddha to the Triumph of Christianity The Language
of Creation: Cosmic Symbolism in Genesis Man and His Symbols Dictionary of the Strange,
Curious & Lovely: 3500 Most Beautiful English Vocabulary Words The Oxford Dictionary of
Literary Terms (Oxford Quick Reference) Shakespeare's Words: A Glossary and Language
Companion



pulling cheek swirl better shake up, “so many ideas that eat what I think. When I was a child, a
joke asked what is worse than seeing a worm in an apple? If that was something you were
looking for, the answer of clowning gut wrenching wits would be half a worm. The entry for worm
in the 1999 edition of this book quotes Hamlet:we fat all creatures else to fat us,and we fat
ourselves for maggots.”

Paul K, “Outstandlingly good. This is so far as I know unique in its specialised scope - there are a
number of other dictionaries of symbols, but these either relate to art, or are more general in
scope. It provides a very solid, well-researched, nuanced, and detailed explanation (not just 'x
means y') of literary symbols in canonic Classical European literature, tracing their historic
development, with many examples. It mainly covers traditional symbols, but includes some
more recent ones (e.g. railways). Like all the best reference books, it is both useful for reference,
and fascinating to browse in at random. It seems to be the work of a single scholar, which
makes it all the more remarkable. I wish it had been available when I was an undergraduate!”

The book by Michael Ferber has a rating of  5 out of 4.4. 12 people have provided feedback.
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